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MICRON.096A PATENT 

DELIVERY OF DISSOLVED OZONE 

Background of the Invention 

Field of the Invention 

5 The present invention relates in general to semiconductor surface preparation, 

and in particular to the use of dissolved ozone to perform cleaning, etching, and 
stripping operations. 
Background 

During the wafer fabrication process, manufacturers found ozone to be a 

10 particularly useful active reagent. For example, manufacturers use ozone in at least 
the operations of sterilizing process chambers and wafers, etching oxides, stripping 
off photoresist material, and the like. For example, in one approach for removing 
photoresist from a workpiece, a manufacturer uses ozone to loosen undesired portions 
of photoresist. The manufacturer then washes the undesired portions of photoresist 

1 5 from the workpiece. 

Because manufacturers repeat these operations many times in order to form 
complex semiconductor devices, it is important to maximize the efficiency of the 
ozone reaction with a workpiece, thereby increasing the speed of overall wafer 
fabrication. One way to increase the efficiency of the ozone reaction is to increase the 

20 overall amount or concentration of ozone that reaches the workpiece. 

The concentration of ozone reaching the workpiece is adversely affected by, 
among other things, ineffective transport of ozone to the workpiece and interfering 
byproducts of the ozone reaction. In order to overcome such adverse affects, 
manufacturers discovered that water not only acts as a transport solution, but also 

25 washes away the interfering byproducts of the ozone reaction. Accordingly, 
manufacturers began using immersion tanks for operations that involved ozone 
reactions. In general, immersion tanks immerse the workpiece in a solution, e.g., 
ozone-enriched water, in order to provide ozone reactions. However, immersion 
tanks provide less efficient ozone transportation because although water does 

30 transport ozone, water also quickly decomposes some of the ozone into a useless 
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solution. Therefore, water generally has an upper limit on a steady state of ozone 
concentration. In addition, immersion tanks do not wash away the interfering 
byproducts efficiently because the solutions in immersion tanks are relatively stable. 
Therefore, manufacturers developed a "spin and spray" process in order to 
5 overcome the drawbacks of immersion tanks. In the spin and spray process, 
manufacturers spin the workpiece at high velocities while spraying water onto the 
workpiece in an ozone-enriched ambient. The velocity of the spinning workpiece 
controls the thickness of a water boundary layer formed thereon. By controlling the 
thickness of the water boundary layer, the manufacturers attempted to reduce the 

10 ability of the water to decompose the ozone before the ozone could reach the 
workpiece. This reduction in the ability of the water to decompose ozone helps 
provide ozone concentrations above the typical limit of the water. 

However, the spin and spray process has a variety of drawbacks. For example, 
in order to provide the desired water boundary layer thickness, the workpiece needs to 

15 spin at velocities greater than approximately 800 rpm. Such spinning requires a large 
amount of mechanical complexity and poses a significant risk of damage to the 
workpiece. While mechanical complexity greatly increases the cost of the process 
chamber, damage to the workpiece lowers yield rates. 

All of the above mentioned drawbacks give manufacturers the undesirable 

20 choice between using a low concentration of ozone, thereby substantially slowing 
overall wafer fabrication, or increasing the concentration of ozone, thereby greatly 
increasing the overall cost and risk. 
Summary of the Invention 

One aspect of the invention is to provide an apparatus and method for 

25 delivering highly concentrated dissolved ozone to a workpiece in order to increase the 
ozone reaction therewith. According to one embodiment, the apparatus includes a 
process chamber employing an array of spray nozzles that spray a thin water 
boundary layer onto the workpiece. The water boundary layer transports ozone from 
the ozone-rich ambient to the workpiece. According to this embodiment, the 

30 workpiece is held substantially stationary. 
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According to another embodiment, fluid is pulsed through the spray nozzles. 
According to yet another embodiment of the invention, the pulsing of the water 
comprises a limited duty cycle. According to yet another embodiment, the wafers are 
slowly rotated to ensure the water boundary layer on the workpiece is sufficiently 
5 uniform. 

The pulsing of water through the spray nozzles advantageously increases the 
water's ability to wash away the interfering byproducts of the ozone reaction without 
increasing the overall amount of water used. This is advantageous because it allows 
the water boundary layer on the wafers to be very thin. The thin water boundary layer 

10 transports ozone from the ozone-rich ambient to the workpiece without supplying 
enough water to detrimentally decompose the ozone. Thus, highly concentrated 
dissolved ozone reacts with the workpiece without including the drawbacks of 
mechanical complexity and risk associated with the spin and spray process. 

In one embodiment, an apparatus comprises a pulsator that pulses a solution 

15 into an ozone-rich environment to create an ozone-rich solution. In another 
embodiment, an apparatus comprises a sprayer that periodically pulses an ozone-rich 
solution onto a wafer. 

In yet another embodiment, an apparatus comprises a rotating platform that is 
configured to rotate the workpiece. The apparatus further comprises a pulsator that 

20 pulses a solution into an ozone-rich environment to create an ozone-rich solution on 
the workpiece. In an additional embodiment, the apparatus pulses an ozone-rich 
solution onto the workpiece. 

One aspect of the invention relates to a method for stripping a layer from a 
semiconductor wafer. The method comprises introducing ozone into a process 

25 chamber and activating a water spray for a first predetermined amount of time, 
thereby creating a water layer on a semiconductor wafer, wherein the water layer 
transports high concentrations of the ozone to the semiconductor wafer. The method 
further comprises deactivating the water spray for a second predetermined amount of 
time, thereby controlling a thickness of the water layer; and re-activating and re- 
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deactivating the water spray until the ozone substantially removes portions of the 
layer from the semiconductor wafer. 

Another aspect of the invention relates to an ozone shower system that 
comprises an ozone source. The ozone source is configured to supply ozone to a 
5 process chamber. The ozone shower system also comprises a sprayer connected to a 
fluid source such that fluid sprays over a workpiece in the process chamber. The 
ozone shower system further comprises a pump connected to the fluid source, and a 
selector valve connected to the pump. The selector valve is configured to selectively 
pulse the fluid through the sprayer. 
10 An additional aspect of the invention relates to a method that comprises 

introducing a reagent to an ambient and activating a solution spray in the ambient for 
a first time period. The method also comprises deactivating the solution spray for a 
second time period, thereby increasing the efficiency of a reaction of the reagent and 
a workpiece. 

15 Another embodiment of the invention is a reaction chamber that comprises a 

gas input and a plurality of nozzles connected to a nozzle manifold. The reaction 
chamber further comprises a wafer cartridge that holds wafers. The reaction chamber 
also comprises a first fluid line connected to the nozzle manifold. In addition, a 
second fluid line is configured to divert water flow away from the first water line. 

20 Yet another embodiment of the invention is a reaction chamber that comprises 

at least one nozzle connected to a fluid supply wherein the nozzle is configured to 
pulse fluid onto a workpiece. The reaction chamber also comprises a rotator that 
rotates the workpiece at a velocity ranging from approximately 100 rpm to stationary. 
Another aspect of the invention relates to an apparatus that comprises at least 

25 one wafer-processing chamber wherein an ozone rich environment exists within the 
wafer-processing chamber. The apparatus further comprises a sprayer, and a 
pulsating fluid source. The pulsating fluid source is configured to pulse a solution 
through the sprayer into the ozone rich environment. 

An additional aspect of the invention relates to an apparatus that comprises at 

30 least one semiconductor processing chamber and a pulsating fluid source. The 
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pulsating fluid source is configured to pulse an ozone-rich solution into the 
semiconductor processing chamber. 

Yet another aspect of the invention relates to a method that comprises 
introducing a reagent into an ambient, and pulsing a solution spray in the ambient, 
5 thereby increasing the efficiency of a reaction of the reagent. 

Another embodiment of the invention relates to an ozone shower system that 
comprises a process chamber and a pump. The pump is connected to the process 
chamber and configured to pulse a solution into the process chamber. 

For the purposes of summarizing the invention, certain aspects, advantages 
10 and novel features of the invention have been described herein above. Of course, it is 
to be understood that not necessarily all such advantages may be achieved in 
accordance with any particular embodiment of the invention. Thus, the invention 
may be embodied or carried out in a manner that achieves or optimizes one advantage 
or group of advantages as taught herein without necessarily achieving other 
15 advantages as may be taught or suggested herein. Other aspects and advantages of 
the invention will also be apparent from the detailed description below and the 
appended claims. 
Brief Description of the Drawings 

The present invention is described in more detail below in connection with the 
20 attached drawings, which are meant to illustrate and not to limit the invention, and in 
which: 

FIGURE 1 illustrates a flow diagram of a pulsing process according to one 
embodiment of the invention; 

FIGURE 2 illustrates a schematic of an ozone shower system, in accordance 
25 with another embodiment of the invention; 

FIGURE 3 illustrates a process chamber of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 illustrates a chamber lid of FIGURE 3; and 
FIGURE 5 illustrates a rotation mechanism of FIGURE 2. 
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Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

While illustrated in the context of using ozone to strip photoresist from a 
semiconductor wafer, the skilled artisan will find application for delivery of highly 
concentrated dissolved ozone in a wide variety of contexts. For example, the 
5 disclosed delivery of highly concentrated dissolved ozone has utility in many 
cleaning, etching, and stripping processes involved in the fabrication of a wide variety 
of workpieces. For example, the delivery of highly concentrated dissolved ozone has 
utility in PC Board fabrication and the like. 

FIGURE 1 illustrates a flow diagram of a pulsing process 10 according to one 

10 embodiment of the invention. According to the pulsing process 10, Step SI 
introduces a reagent into an environment where the reagent can react. Step S2 
activates a solution spray. Step S3 deactivates the solution spray. Decision S4 
determines if enough time has elapsed to substantially complete a desired reaction. If 
enough time has elapsed, the pulsing process 10 ends. However, if more time is 

15 required, the pulsing process 10 returns to Step S2, activates the solution spray, and 
repeats the steps disclosed above. 

According to one embodiment, the reagent is ozone being introduced into the 
environment for any of a wide variety of reasons. For example, in the semiconductor 
fabrication industry, the ozone could be used to clean or sterilize the workpiece. The 

20 ozone could also be used to etch a semiconductor layer on, or strip another layer from 
the workpiece. According to one embodiment, the ozone strips a photoresist layer 
from the semiconductor wafer. 

In addition, according to an embodiment of the invention, the solution includes 
deionized water. The deionized water acts both as a carrier of the ozone to the 

25 semiconductor wafer and as a cleaning solution for the byproducts of an ozone- 
photoresist reaction. 

Thus, cycling through Step S2 (activation), Step S3 (deactivation), and 
Decision S4, the water spray is pulsed over the photoresist. The pulsing of the water 
establishes at least the following advantageous characteristics. First, the pulsing of 

30 the water advantageously provides less overall water to the photoresist. Less water 
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creates a water boundary layer on the photoresist, thereby allowing the ozone to 
supersaturate the water above the water's normal ozone concentration capacity. This 
supersaturation, or highly concentrated dissolved ozone, increases the amount of 
ozone reaching the photoresist, thereby dramatically decreasing the time needed for 
5 the ozone to react with substantially all of the photoresist. 

Second, the pulsing of the water increases its ability to wash away or remove 
the leftover and interfering byproducts of the ozone-photoresist reaction. For 
example, the water boundary layer pulses from the activation and deactivation of the 
spray. The pulsing helps loosen and break "chunks" of photoresist from the 
10 semiconductor substrate. The water boundary layer then washes away the chunks 
from interfering with further ozone-photoresist reactions, thereby increasing the 
effectiveness of the already highly concentrated dissolved ozone reaching the 
il semiconductor wafer. 

i t i 

m Accordingly, the pulsing process 10 decreases the time needed to substantially 

15 strip photoresist from the semiconductor wafer. The decrease in time advantageously 
HP speeds overall semiconductor fabrication process flows, thereby decreasing the 

;s overall cost of fabrication. 

For example, according to one embodiment, the pulsing process 10 includes a 
duty cycle and a pulse rate. The duty cycle is the ratio between the time the water 
tfl 20 spray is activated, e.g., StepSl, and the cycle time, e.g., StepS2 + StepS3. On the 

other hand, the pulse rate is the inverse of the cycle time, i.e., . 

StepS2 + StepS3 

According to one embodiment, the pulsing process 10 employs a 20% duty cycle. In 
this embodiment, approximately 5 seconds of water spray activation and is followed 
by approximately 20 seconds of water spray deactivation. Therefore, the pulse rate is 
25 approximately one pulse every 25 seconds. 

By employing this pulse rate and duty cycle to the pulsing process 10, the time 
needed to substantially strip photoresist from the semiconductor wafer is dramatically 
decreased. For example, using a conventional constant spray process, approximately 
12.6 kA of hard baked (130°C for 90 sec.) lOi photoresist can be substantially 
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stripped from a selection of semiconductor wafers in 20 minutes. However, when the 
above-disclosed pulsing process 10 is employed, the same 12.6 kA of lOi photoresist 
is substantially stripped from the selection of semiconductor wafers in just 5 minutes. 
In other embodiments, the pulsing process 10 employs a 50% duty cycle 
5 wherein one second of spray activation is followed by approximately one second of 
water spray deactivation. Therefore, the pulse rate is approximately one pulse every 2 
seconds. In yet other embodiments, the pulsing process 10 employs approximately an 
8% duty cycle wherein five seconds of spray activation is followed by approximately 
sixty seconds of water spray deactivation. Therefore, the pulse rate is approximately 

10 one pulse every 60 seconds. The skilled artisan will recognize that pulse ranges can 
vary over a wide range including, but not limited to, approximately one pulse per 
minute to as many as 30 pulses per minute. In addition, the skilled artisan will 
recognize that the duty cycles can range from 3 percent up to 97 percent. 

In one embodiment, the temperature of the water is heated from approximately 

15 60°C to approximately 95°C. In other embodiments, the water is maintained at an 
ambient temperature of approximately 20°C. In yet other embodiments, the water is 
maintained at sub-ambient temperatures less than 20°C. Thus, the temperature of the 
water can be calibrated to a wide range of temperatures including, but not limited to 
from less that 20°C to more than 95°C. 

20 FIGURE 2 illustrates a schematic of an ozone shower system 15 in accordance 

with one embodiment of the invention. The ozone shower system 15 includes a 
process chamber 20 having a chamber lid 25, a full chamber 30, and a short chamber 
35. A pump 40 pumps water from the full chamber 30 to a heater 45. As the water 
passes through the heater 45, the heater 45 raises the water temperature to desired 

25 levels. The water then travels through a flush valve 50. The flush valve 50 allows for 
the addition of water to the ozone shower system 15. The water then flows through a 
filter 55 and on to a selector valve 60. The selector valve 60 directs the water into 
one of two paths. The filtered heated water directed through the first path travels to 
the chamber lid 25 and eventually to the full chamber 30. Thus, the water in the first 
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path completes a water cycle from the full chamber 30, through the pump 40, through 
a first path, and back to the full chamber 30. 

On the other hand, the selector valve 60 could also direct the filtered heated 
water through a second path. The filtered heated water directed through the second 
5 path travels to a drain valve 65, The drain valve 65 allows for excess water removal 
from the ozone shower system 15, The filtered heated water in the second path then 
travels to the short chamber 35. After the short chamber 35 fills with water, excess 
water spills over into the full chamber 30. Thus, the water in the second path also 
completes a water cycle from the full chamber 30, through the pump 40, through the 

10 second path, and back to the full chamber 30. 

Also illustrated in FIGURE 2 is an ozone source. The ozone source supplies 
ozone to the ambient in the full chamber 30 through the chamber lid 25. Thus, 
according to the embodiment illustrated in FIGURE 2, the ozone shower system 15 
circulates water through the first or second path while an ozone rich environment 

15 exists in the full chamber 30. In other embodiments, the ozone from the ozone source 
is injected into the fluid in the first path, the second path or both paths. The injected 
ozone creates an ozone rich fluid that is applied to a workpiece as described in further 
detail below. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, the pump 40 is a bellow pump 
20 commercially available from White Knight Fluid Handling, Inc. The heater 45 is an 
in-line heater commercially available from Santa Clara Plastics. In addition, the flush 
valve 50, the selector valve 60 and the drain valve 65 are three-way valves 
commercially available from Fluoroware. The filter 55 is an inert particle filter 
commercially available from Pall Corporation. 
25 According to one embodiment, the ozone source is an Astex 8200 Ozone 

Generator configured to peak performance recommendations by the manufacturer. 
For example, the oxygen and nitrogen supplies are set to supply approximately 
greater than 13 percent by weight ozone concentration to the ambient. 

However, it will be understood that a skilled artisan would recognize a wide 
30 variety of other types of ozone sources, filters, valves, heaters, and pumps could be 
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advantageously employed in the ozone shower system 15. For example, a skilled 
artisan would recognize that the pump 40 could be a centrifuge pump. Moreover, the 
heater 45 could be a heat exchanger. In addition, the valves could be two-way valves. 
The filter 55 could be a charged particle filter. The ozone source could be an 
5 electrolytic type generator. 

FIGURE 3 illustrates one embodiment of the process chamber 20. The 
process chamber 20 includes the chamber lid 25 covering the full chamber 30 and the 
short chamber 35. As shown in FIGURE 3, the full chamber 30 and the short 
chamber 35 are separated by a wall 68. The wall 68 has a height less than that of the 
10 full chamber 30 such that a space exists between the top of the wall 68 and the 
chamber lid 25. 

Moreover, according to this embodiment, the chamber lid 25 includes a water 
manifold 70 having an array of spray nozzles 75. The spray nozzles 75 are 
configured such that when the chamber lid 25 covers the full chamber 30 and the 
15 short chamber 35, the spray nozzles 75 extend above the full chamber 30. The full 
chamber 30 holds wafers 80 in a cassette 85. The cassette 85 rests on a stand 90. The 
stand 90, in turn rests on the bottom of the full chamber 30. A pump pool 95 fills the 
bottom of the full chamber 30 to a height less than that of the stand 90 such that the 
pump pool 95 does not reach the cassette 85 or the wafers 80. In addition, a diverted 
20 pool 98 fills the short chamber 35. 

According to one embodiment, the spray nozzles 75 in the spray lid 25 are 
cone spray nozzles commercially available from Santa Clara Plastics. However, it 
will be understood that a skilled artisan would recognize that a wide variety of the 
spray nozzles 75 could be used in the chamber lid 25. For example, the chamber lid 
25 25 could employ shower massage nozzles, knife-edge nozzles, or the like. 

Moreover, according to one embodiment of the invention, the spray nozzles 75 
attach to the water manifold 70 such that when activated, a substantially uniform 
water boundary layer forms on each of the wafers 80. 

According to one embodiment, the cassette 85 holds 13 of the wafers 80 and is 
30 commercially available from Santa Clara Plastics. However, it will be understood 


Micron Ref. No. 98-1141 


10 


Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP 


that a skilled artisan would recognize that a wide variety of cassettes or other devices 
could be used to hold a wide number of the wafers 80. For example, the number of 
the wafers 80 for a given cassette is often simply vendor dependent. Moreover, the 
cassette 85 may be altogether avoided and the process chamber 20 could employ 
5 robot arms or the like. A robot arm for holding and exchanging the wafers 80 is 
commercially available from Submicron Systems. 

FIGURE 4 illustrates an array of the spray nozzles 75 on the spray lid 25, 
according to one embodiment of the invention. FIGURE 4 illustrates the array 
comprising six rows and four columns. The six rows and four columns are depicted 

10 from the perspective of the wafers 80 such that the wafers 80 align parallel to the 
rows. According to one embodiment, the spray nozzles 75 in the 6 rows are separated 
from each other by 1.75 inches and the spray nozzles 75 in the 4 columns are 
separated from each other by 2.5 inches. However, it will be understood that a wide 
variety of patterns and distances could be used arrange the spray nozzles 75 in order 

1 5 to provide the substantially uniform water boundary layer on the wafers 80. 

According to this embodiment, the spray lid 25 further includes an ozone 
nozzle 100. For convenience, the ozone nozzle 100 and the spray nozzles 75 are the 
same, outside of the fact that the ozone nozzle 100 does not connect to the water 
manifold 70. Rather, the ozone nozzle 100 connects to the ozone source such that the 

20 ozone nozzle 100 supplies ozone into the ambient in the full chamber 30. Again, it 
will be understood that a skilled artisan would recognize a wide variety of devices and 
input areas where the ozone source could supply ozone to the process chamber 20. 
For example, the ozone nozzle 100 could be entirely different from the spray nozzles 
75 and enter the process chamber 20 from a position other than the center of the array 

25 of the spray nozzles 75. Furthermore, the chamber lid 25 could comprise multiple 
ozone nozzles 100 creating multiple entry points for the ozone into the full chamber 
30. 

According to one embodiment, the ozone shower system 15 employs the 
pulsing process 10 in order to decrease the time needed to strip photoresist from the 
30 wafers 80. In Step SI, the ozone source of the ozone shower system 15 pumps ozone 
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into the full chamber 30 through the ozone nozzle 100. According to this 
embodiment, the ozone concentration is at least 13 weight percent. Further, the pump 
40 begins pumping water from the pump pool 95 through the heater 45. According to 
this embodiment, the heater 45 heats the water to approximately 60-95°C. The pump 
40 then pumps the water though the filter 55 to remove contaminates. In Step S2, the 
selector valve 60 directs the now filtered heated water through the first path to the 
chamber lid 25 and the water manifold 70. The water manifold 70 distributes the 
filtered heated water to the array of the spray nozzles 75. The spray nozzles 75 spray 
the filtered heated water on the wafers 80 such that the water sheets over the 
photoresist, thereby forming the water boundary layer. As the filtered heated water 
sheets off the wafers 80, it falls through or around the cassette 85 and the stand 90 
such that the filtered heated water collects in the pump pool 95. The selector valve 60 
continues to direct the filtered heated water through the first path for approximately 5 
seconds. 

In Step S3, the selector valve 60 redirects the filtered heated water into the 
second path, thereby shutting off the supply of water to the spray nozzles 75. This 
redirection effectively deactivates the spray nozzles 75. The filtered heated water 
travels through the second path to the short chamber 35 where it flows into the 
diverted pool 98. When the diverted pool 98 becomes deeper than the height of the 
wall 68, the filtered heated water in the diverted pool 98 spills over the wall 68 and 
into the pump pool 95 in the full chamber 30. The water spilling over the wall 68 
does not touch or effect the wafers 80, rather, it simply adds to the pump pool 95. 
The selector valve 60 continues to direct the filtered heated water through the second 
path for 20 seconds. 

In Decision S4, the ozone shower system 15 determines whether five minutes 
has elapsed since first activating the pump 40. If so, the pump 40 shuts down. On the 
other hand, if 5 minutes has not elapsed, the selector valve 60 redirects the filtered 
heated water back through the first path and reactivates the spray nozzles 75, thereby 
restarting Step S2. 
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Using the selector valve 60 to redirect the filtered heated water advantageously 
makes continued starting and stopping the pump 40 unnecessary. By using 
redirection, the pump 40 continues to pump throughout the ozone-photoresist reaction 
time. Furthermore, the employment of the pump pool 95 advantageously ensures the 
5 pump 40 will not run dry and allows for recycling of the filtered heated water. 

As mentioned above, employing the pulsing process 10 in the ozone shower 
system 15 advantageously reduces the time needed to strip substantially all the 
photoresist from the wafers 80. In addition, as mentioned above, the pulsing process 
10 accomplishes this reduction without rotating the wafers 80 at high velocities. In 

10 fact, according to one embodiment, the wafers 80 are held stationary. 

However, when the wafers 80 do not rotate, the water boundary layer should 
be as uniform as possible. Thicker areas of the water boundary layer can effect the 
ability of the water to transport the highly concentrated dissolved ozone to the 
photoresist, thereby slowing the stripping process. Typically, the water boundary 

15 layer may vary in thickness in at least two places. First, the cassette 85 typically uses 
two horizontal rods contacting the wafers 80. The surface tension of the horizontal 
rods contacting the wafers 80 tends to thicken the water boundary layer in those areas. 
Second, gravity can cause the water boundary layer to "channel" towards a point near 
the bottom of the wafers 80, thereby thickening the water boundary layer in that area 

20 as well. 

Therefore, according to one embodiment of the invention, the ozone shower 
system 15 slowly rotates the wafers 80 in order increase uniformity of the water 
boundary layer. For example, FIGURE 5 illustrates a side view of the wafer 80 and 
the cassette 85. The cassette 85 includes a portion 87 that holds each wafer 80. The 
25 portion 87 could be the above-mentioned horizontal rods, or as shown in FIGURE 5, 
the portion 87 could comprise a concave slot substantially matching the curvature of 
the bottom of the wafer 80. Each concave slot could correspond to each wafer 80 in 
the cassette. As illustrated in FIGURE 5, when the wafers 80 are to be rotated, two 
rotating axles 120 contact the wafers 80. As shown, the two rotating axles 120 
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substantially support the wafers 80 allowing for a gap 125 to exist between the 
cassette 85 and the wafers 80. 

According to one embodiment, the two rotating axles 120 rotate in the one 
direction such that the wafers 80 rotate in the other. For example, as shown in 
5 FIGURE 5, the two rotating axles 120 rotate to the left, thereby rotating the wafers 80 
to the right. However, it will be understood that a wide variety of rotating 
mechanisms could be used to rotate the wafers 80. For example, when the cassette 85 
includes horizontal rods to support the wafers 80, those horizontal rods themselves 
could be rotated. 

10 According to another embodiment, the two rotating axles 120 rotate the wafers 

80 at velocities ranging from about 100 revolutions per minute (rpm) to stationary. 
According to one embodiment, the two rotating axles 120 rotate the wafers 80 at 
approximately 3 rpm. 

The slow rotation of the wafers 80 changes both the area where the cassette 85 

15 contacts the wafers 80, and which area of the wafers 80 comprises the bottom. 
Therefore, by slowly rotating the wafers 80, the ozone shower system 15 
advantageously provides a more uniform water boundary layer. Through the more 
uniform water boundary layer, the ozone shower system 15 provides efficient 
transport of highly concentrated dissolved ozone to the photoresist on the wafers 80. 

20 The efficient transport dramatically reduces the processing time for the ozone- 
photoresist reaction, thereby increasing semiconductor process flow efficiency. Also, 
slow rotation of the wafers 80 avoids the mechanical complexity and risk of damage 
associated with very high rotation velocities. 

Although one embodiment of the ozone shower system 15 employs slow 

25 rotation of the wafers 80, it will be understood that a skilled artisan would recognize a 
wide variety of other ways to create uniform water boundary layers. For example, the 
ozone shower system 15 could employ rotating spray nozzles 75 that correct for 
channeling and gravity problems. According to another embodiment, the ozone 
shower system 15 could aim the spray nozzles 75 such that the water spray contacts 

30 the wafers 80 in a manner that causes a slow rotation. For example, knife-edge spray 
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nozzles could provide a spray that contacts only one side of the each wafer 80, 
thereby slowly rotating the wafer inside the cassette 85. Such an embodiment avoids 
the use of the two rotating axles 120. 

On the other hand, the ozone shower system 15 could employ tipping 

5 mechanism that tips the wafers 80 from side to side in order to create uniform water 
boundary layers. Further, the ozone shower system 15 could employ non-mechanical 
means to combat non-uniformity. For example, surfactants, acid spiking, water 
vapor, heated workpiece, and very hot water could also be included to help improve 
the ozone-photoresist reactions. 

10 Although the foregoing invention has been described in terms of certain 

preferred embodiments, other embodiments will be apparent to those of ordinary skill 
in the art. For example, the ozone could also be pulsed into the process chamber 20 
and the ozone pulse could also have a limited duty cycle. Additionally, other 
combinations, omissions, substitutions and modification will be apparent to the 

15 skilled artisan, in view of the disclosure herein. Accordingly, the present invention is 
not intended to be limited by the recitation of the preferred embodiments, but is 
instead to be defined by reference to the appended claims. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

L A method for stripping a layer from a semiconductor wafer, the method 
comprising: 

introducing ozone into a process chamber; 
5 activating a water spray for a first predetermined amount of time, 

thereby creating a water layer over a layer of a semiconductor wafer, wherein 
the water layer transports high concentrations of the ozone to the 
semiconductor wafer; 

deactivating the water spray for a second predetermined amount of 
10 time, thereby controlling a thickness of the water layer; and 

re-activating and re-deactivating the water spray until the ozone 
substantially removes portions of the layer from the semiconductor wafer. 
2. The method according to Claim 1, further comprising holding the 
semiconductor wafer stationary. 
15 3. The method according to Claim 1, further comprising slowly rotating 

the semiconductor wafer. 

4. The method according to Claim 1, wherein the first predetermined 
amount of time is approximately five seconds. 

5. The method according to Claim 1, wherein the second predetermined 
20 amount of time is approximately twenty seconds. 

6. An ozone shower system, comprising: 

an ozone source configured to supply ozone to a process chamber; 

a sprayer connected to a fluid source such that fluid sprays over a 
workpiece in the process chamber; 
25 a pump connected to the fluid source; and 

a selector valve connected to the pump, the selector valve configured to 
selectively pulse the fluid through the sprayer. 

7. The ozone shower system of Claim 6 wherein the workpiece is a 
semiconductor wafer. 
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8. The ozone shower system of Claim 7 further comprising a cassette that 
holds a plurality of semiconductor wafers. 

9. The ozone shower system of Claim 8 wherein the cassette is configured 
to rotate. 

5 10. A method comprising: 

introducing a reagent to an ambient; 

activating a solution spray in the ambient for a first time period; and 
deactivating the solution spray for a second time period, thereby 
increasing the efficiency of a reaction of the reagent and a workpiece. 
10 11. The method of Claim 10 farther comprising repeating the activating 

and deactivating of the solution spray. 

12. The method of Claim 10, further comprising rotating the workpiece. 

13. The method of Claim 10 5 wherein the ratio of the first time period over 
the first time period added to the second time period ranges from 3% to 97%. 

15 14. The method of Claim 10, wherein the ratio of the first time period over 

the first time period added to the second time period is approximately 20%. 

15. A reaction chamber comprising: 
a gas input; 

a plurality of nozzles connected to a nozzle manifold; 
20 a wafer cartridge holding wafers; 

a first fluid line connected to the nozzle manifold; and 
a second water line configured to divert water flow away from the first 
fluid line. 

16. A reaction chamber comprising: 

25 at least one nozzle connected to a fluid supply and configured to pulse 

fluid onto a workpiece; and 

a rotator wherein the rotator rotates the workpiece at a velocity ranging 
from approximately 100 rpm to stationary. 

1 7 . An apparatus comprising : 
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at least one wafer processing chamber wherein an ozone rich 
environment exists within the wafer-processing chamber; 
a sprayer; and 

a pulsating fluid source, the pulsating fluid source configured to pulse a 
solution through the sprayer into the ozone rich environment. 

18. The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the solution is ozone rich. 

19. The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the solution combines with the 
ozone in the ozone rich environment. 

20. The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the sprayer comprises a plurality of 
spray nozzles. 

21. The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the pulsating fluid source is 
configured to pulse at approximately two pulses per minute. 

22. The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the pulsating fluid source is 
configured to pulse at approximately one pulse every two seconds. 

23. The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the pulsating fluid source is 
configured to pulse at range from approximately one pulse every two seconds to 
approximately five pulses very minute. 

24. The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the pulsating fluid source has a 
50% duty cycle. 

25. The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the pulsating fluid source has an 
8% duty cycle. 

26. The apparatus of Claim 17 wherein the pulsating fluid source have a 
duty cycle the varies from 3% to 97%. 

27. An apparatus comprising: 

at least one semiconductor processing chamber; and 
a pulsating fluid source, the pulsating fluid source configured to pulse 
an ozone-rich solution into the semiconductor-processing chamber. 

28. The apparatus of Claim 27 wherein the ozone-rich solution further 
combines with ozone in the semiconductor processing chamber. 
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29. The apparatus of Claim 27 further comprising a spray nozzle that 
directs the pulsating fluid into the semiconductor-processing chamber. 

30. The apparatus of Claim 27 wherein the pulsating fluid source is 
configured to pulse at approximately two pulses per minute. 

5 31. The apparatus of Claim 27 wherein the pulsating fluid source is 

configured to pulse at approximately one pulse every two seconds. 

32. The apparatus of Claim 27 wherein the pulsating fluid source is 
configured to pulse at range from approximately one pulse every two seconds to 
approximately five pulses very minute. 
10 33. The apparatus of Claim 27 wherein the pulsating fluid source has a 

50% duty cycle. 

34. The apparatus of Claim 27 wherein the pulsating fluid source has an 
8% duty cycle. 

35. The apparatus of Claim 27 wherein the pulsating fluid source have a 
15 duty cycle the varies from 3% to 97%. 

36. A method comprising; 

introducing a reagent into an ambient; and 
pulsing a solution spray in the ambient, thereby increasing the 
efficiency of a reaction of the reagent. 
20 37. The method of Claim 36 further comprising directing the pulsating 

solution spray onto a workpiece. 

38. The method of Claim 36 further comprising directing the pulsating 
solution spray onto a wafer. 

39. The method of Claim 36 further comprising directing the pulsating 
25 solution spray onto a wafer during a first time period. 

40. The method of Claim 39 further comprising rotating the wafer during at 
least a portion of the first time period. 

41 . An ozone shower system comprising: 
a process chamber; and 
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a pump, connected to the process chamber and configured to pulse a 
solution into the process chamber. 

42. The ozone shower system of Claim 41, wherein the pulse of the 
solution lasts approximately five seconds. 
5 43. The ozone shower system of Claim 41, wherein the pump activates and 

deactivates to create the pulse. 

44. The ozone shower system of Claim 41, wherein the pump further 
comprises a switching mechanism to create the pulse. 

45. The ozone shower system of Claim 44, wherein the switching 
10 mechanism comprises a device configured to divert the solution from one area of the 

process chamber to another area of the process chamber. 

46. An apparatus comprising a pulsator that pulses a solution into an 
ozone-rich environment to create an ozone-rich solution. 

47. The apparatus of Claim 46 wherein the pulsator is a spray nozzle. 
15 48. The apparatus of Claim 46 wherein the solution is water. 

49. The apparatus of Claim 46 wherein the temperature of the solution 
ranges from approximately 20°C to approximately 95°C. 

50. The apparatus of Claim 46 wherein the temperature of the solution 
ranges from approximately 60°C to approximately 95°C. 

20 51. The apparatus of Claim 46 wherein the temperature of the solution is 

less than approximately 20°C. 

52. The apparatus of Claim 46 wherein the temperature of the solution is 
greater than 95°C. 

53. The apparatus of Claim 46 wherein the ozone-rice environment is 
25 within a semiconductor processing chamber. 

54. An apparatus comprising: 

a rotating platform that is configured to rotate a workpiece; and 
a pulsator that pulses a solution into an ozone-rich environment to 
create an ozone-rich solution on the workpiece. 
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55. An apparatus comprising a sprayer that periodically pulses an ozone- 
rich solution onto a wafer. 

56. The apparatus of Claim 55 wherein the pulsator is a spray nozzle. 

57. The apparatus of Claim 55 wherein the solution is water. 

5 58. The apparatus of Claim 55 wherein the temperature of the solution 

ranges from approximately 20°C to approximately 95°C. 

59. The apparatus of Claim 55 wherein the temperature of the solution 
ranges from approximately 60°C to approximately 95°C. 

60. The apparatus of Claim 55 wherein the temperature of the solution is 
1 0 less than approximately 20°C. 

61. The apparatus of Claim 55 wherein the temperature of the solution is 
greater than 95°C. 

62. An apparatus comprising: 

a rotating platform that is configured to rotate a workpiece; and 
1 5 a pulsator that pulses an ozone-rich solution on the workpiece. 
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DELIVERY OF DISSOLVED OZONE 

Abstract of the Disclosure 
An apparatus and method for delivering ozone to a workpiece. In one 
5 embodiment, fluid is sprayed onto a workpiece placed in an ozone-rich environment. 
Alternatively, ozone is mixed with the fluid prior to spraying the fluid onto the 
workpiece. When spraying the fluid, the invention pulses the fluid at desired rates to 
create a substantially uniform layer of ozone-rich fluid on the workpiece. In another 
embodiment, the workpiece is also slowly rotated during at least a portion of the time 
10 the layer of ozone-rich fluid is applied to the workpiece. 
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DECLARATION - USA PATENT APPLICATION 


As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name; 

I believe I am an original, first and joint inventor of the subject matter which is claimed 
and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled DELIVERY OF DISSOLVED 
OZONE; the specification of which is attached hereto; 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified 
specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above; 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56; 


I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful, false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 


Full name of first inventor: Kevin J. Torek 


Inventor's signature 



Residence: 1718 North Kastle Falls Avenue, Meridian, Idaho 83642 


Citizenship: United States of America 


Post Office Address: same as above 
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Full name of second inventor: Jonathan C. Morgan 



Residence: 10345 Pheasant Lane, Nampa, Idaho 83686 
Citizenship: United States of America 
Post Office Address: same as above 


Full name of third invento^fBauk A. Morgan 
Inventor's signature n^iJ/ A > ^jjL 


Date hll^ 


Residence: 12768 South Cloverdale Road, Kuna, Idaho 83634 
Citizenship: United States of America 
Post Office Address: same as above 


Send Correspondence To: 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF RIGHT OF ASSIGNEE TO TAK E ACTION 

AND 

REVOCATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir; 

The undersigned is empowered to act on behalf of the assignee below (the "Assignee"). 
A true copy of the original Assignment of the above-captioned application from the inventors to 
the Assignee is attached hereto. This Assignment represents the entire chain of title of this 
invention from the Inventors to the Assignee. 

I declare that all statements made herein are true, and that all statements made upon 
information and belief are believed to be true, and further, that these statements were made with 
the knowledge that willful, false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and that willful, false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of the application, or any patent issuing thereon. 

The undersigned hereby revokes any previous powers of attorney in the subject 
application, and hereby appoints the registrants of Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP, 620 
Newport Center Drive, Sixteenth Floor, Newport Beach, California 92660, Telephone 
(949) 760-0404, Customer No. 20,995, Lia M. Pappas, Reg. No. 34, 095, and Michael L. Lynch, 
Reg. No. 30,871, as its attorneys with full power of substitution and revocation to prosecute this 
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application and to transact all business in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office connected 
herewith. This appointment is to be to the exclusion of the inventors and his attorneys in 
accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 3.71. 

Please use Customer No* 20,995 for all communications. 

MICRON TECHNOLOGY, INC. 
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Michael L. Lynch 

Title: Chief Patent Counsel 

Address: 8000 South Federal Way 
Boise, Idaho 83707-0006 
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